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UM R ESEA RC H ER EX PLO RES JEKYLL-HYDE SEX HORM O N E - The research
pharmaceutical sciences Associate Professor Craig Johnston has been working on over the past
several years seems like a contradiction in terms: a drug that can both promote and inhibit
fertility. Furthermore, the fertility agent he and his team are trying to develop is nonsteroidal and
so would not produce the severe side effects that accompany steroidal fertility agents now
available. His preliminary data using rodents show that analogues of the peptide oxytocin -sometimes called the "sex hormone — can stimulate a female’s secretion o f luteinizing hormone
when given at certain times of the menstrual cycle. But analogues of oxytocin given before this
critical period may prevent ovulation, resulting in contraception. Johnston, available at (406) 2435061 or -5484, is now looking for the exact location in the brain where this peptide exerts its
effects.
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